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Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Staff, 
 
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year!  
 
This year at Bretton Woods we will continue to celebrate our love of literacy by reading wonderful 
books together.  For those of you who are new to Bretton Woods, each month, classes are presented 
with a precious gift - a book.  Each book, selected by staff members,  will be accompanied by a letter 
introducing the book and explaining why the story was chosen. These books will become part of the 
classroom libraries to be treasured throughout the year and for years to come.   
 
The Bretton Woods Special Education Teachers are excited to share with you our Book of the 
Month selection for September, Giraffes Can’t Dance, by Giles Andreae and Guy Parker-Rees.  This 
book tells the delightful story of Gerald, a giraffe who feels sad every year at the annual Jungle 
Dance because he believes the other animals when they tease him and tell him he is too clumsy to 
dance.  However, the real issue is that he just hasn’t tried to dance to the music that he loves, and 
once he does a whole new world of opportunity opens up to him.   
 
The discussions and lessons we can share with students from Gerald’s experience are plentiful; the 
happiness and joy that can be obtained from pursuing our passions and persevering in the face of 
defeat are just two of the valuable pearls of wisdom we can help students learn from this story.  
Students can also be encouraged to try alternate paths to succeed in their goals and to look for 
people who are willing to support them in their endeavors.  
 
As we begin the new school year, this book lends us a great opportunity to reinforce the importance 
of adopting a growth mindset with our students.  This book will help students realize that with 
courage, persistence and hard work, they too can accomplish their goals!  In the words of Gerald: 

 

“We all can dance when we find music that we love.” 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
The BW Special Education Teachers 
 
Mrs. Candela 
Mrs. Drake 
Mrs. Dungate 
Mrs. Gemmell 
Mrs. Kastan 
Mrs. Kiernan 
Mrs. Kogel 
Mrs. O’Leary 
 

 
 

 


